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Blll Snyder of Central Park-7 00 t0 Qumt

Head Keepcr and Great Elephant Trainer Employcd in Clty s Menagerie to Retire After

was afraid of elephants,
was & country boy he
in watering them. It
after he had ‘actually
" with “The Greatest Show on
he made {riends with them.
ifty-five years ago on a
l-f p]llll.-.
William. e did chores about
wore red top boots with copper
mitlens and tippet in winter
went to Sunday school-—some.

is family were of the good old
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if it had not been for the
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._,' circus bparders.

Most of the farwers about Whate Plains
were (aking camels sad gous and vaks
-lpdopmndmhm'ha-h
were sent out from the crowded winter
mdthnu-uru_u Bridge-

- port, sbout thirty miles from where Bill

Sayder was born. Bill's father touk some
baffalo o board, and one day pue of ihem
g-lutoflhahn.nﬂmawn Bill

His original

Bill might have settled down

u;th_uam:hemdw‘

close to that he puf = ring
-tbuntmumnﬂhokhmmlo
winter quariers. He was énly 18 then
and )fwhm,ndhhdmrh
a way with him that the head keeper asked
hwlnwuﬂl&elu“jomon
was @0 rlrn-qr in (be apimal di-
m.ht'!liﬂmmulvlumﬂman
lunvmhaﬂ'hﬁdunhnh 15,
1083 *™%

here was in the herd a star pachyderm
knowe as “The White Elephaul.” Just
bow much of an Albino Pilot was may
be left to Jane. Serubbing and rubbing

* do a greal deal when persistently followed.

Pilot pulled up ki% chain peg out at Chil-
licothe, Mo., in 1884 and started on «
erves-conntry trek. Young Bill Snyder
was of tlic searching party which found
him. Pilol wéleomed Bill as a long lost*
brother, ahd it was evident to everybody
with ihé show after that that Sm-du- vt
8 born 'élephant man.

huh'lq]!l!tcmﬂhmhnwelr
phanis to do tricks in the tanbark ring.
Veteran keepers became his helpers and
more and more “varmints” were put in
Bill's “schotl. He had charge of four-
teen of the beasts before long, and in his
last vewr on the rdad the siring consisted
of eghteen.

“ithough the smell of the taubark las
never lost its hold on Bill Snyder he de-
cided in 1888 to lay off for a year and
went to the Central Park zoo as a keeper.
He bermue so intevestad in the work there,
which he made sll his ‘own, that he staved
all these vcars.

Being an elephant specialist, it was nol
loug before Bill had tanghi the one ele-
phant the zo0 had -some few trieks »nd
began looking for more apt pupils. The
kind of elephunts whieh circases lend to
park menagenies are not tractable s< o
rule, and Rill, who had drilled aroond
with the lend enough to know what ennld
he done, seleetl some pupnls which were
wurth while.

The inst knowa graduate of the Central
Park academy ol tnck eleplants was Har-
e, a voungz animal which Bill got an ex
clange tor some zoologieal  duphieates,
N wus numed for the keeper's daughter
Harriel.  Ofien the two Hatties were seen
togetber, 1or 1w giel learwed Lrom. b
failier how to pub e elepluni thinngh
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many of the feats. Hattle, who is still
2 zoo siar, s one of the best trained ele-
plunh in the world, and what with thc
iagazines, the newspapers and the
movies, she is known 1o every land under
the sun. She can ring bells, sit at the
table and est 2 dioner with koife and
fork, ereep like 3 baby, walk on her hind
legs, almost stand on her head,” sit up
and wave her off forefoot like a hand.
and swing her trunk as though it were a
drum major’s baton. She has fourteen
good trieks.

Hundreds of thousands of childrer
know Hasttie, for at jimes as many as
00 ta 75,000 persous have erowded
past the cages of the (eutral Park Zoo
on a pleasant Sunday afierncon. Often
special classes of school children. went
to see Prof. Snyder demomsirate the in-
telligence of lnx fuvorite student. Hun-
dreds of the mmates of howpitals and in-
stitutwwns  for erippled children  have
langhed and elapped their bands at the
sight of the anties of this bighly trained
elephant.

Lafe with the elephanis bas not always
been a pleasire tor “Bul™ Snyder, for
the zuo haus had two tragedies which stand
ou! in its sunals.

Adam Forepaugh gave (o the park in
1589 the tamous Asialic elepbant Tip, a
umgniticent speennen.  Like 50 many ele-
phants which reach maturity, Tip de-
veloped a diseas= which gave lum an in-
carable temper.  Tip 15 said to bave killed
cight wen, and several times he wearly
ot away with the life of such an adept
ol (he hook as Williaw Suyvder. 1l
death warrant was tinally signed and after
several attewpls Bill managed to dispose
of jum by teeding evanide of polassium
enpsitles 1o lim n sweetened bran.

Tom, another elephant which was in the
sume bouse, was Killed sunel i the sane
way on aceount of an omgrowing  and
malevolen! dispesiion.

When all s said abowt the olten evil
wavs of eleplants, Bill Suvder stll mam-
are atter all
il i<t rhl"”l:_'l'lll Irwends of

tain= that the huge beasis
the st
men.
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dogs,” sd Bill the other day, “hut tak
ing 1t by and Licge ihe eleplant s the
ablest and best all areund duoh ereature
on earth. r"l!lp:n'rll Ler hiis =aze the braon
of an elephant 1= swall,
brains of all the elephunts ever killed in
thes zoo, and they do not look wnch goer
thon dees the brain of 4 mgn.  With Liy
hitle gray malter sluck away wp 1n a
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mass of bone the elephant does mk
all the sa¥ié Aw elephant is not o3 inx-
ions to learn stunts, but once he ‘does he
llnnmbersdln. After elephants
have heen out of practice for months they
will go back lo their tricks,

“Their memory for words is good and
they come as near knowing what &8 man
is talking about as does any animal I know
of. Monkeys can learn tricks, but they
have nothing like the brain power that an
elephant has. I never did take any stock
in the idea that a monkey was kin to
man, for there is nothing that shows that
a monkey could develop &ny real intel-
ligence. The elephant” can think and be
works and acts a good deal like a human

“I've seen elephants pushing a string of
freight cars about and doing it as though
they were engineers. Hattie here in the
zoo can drag a snow plough over the
walks all by herself and do it just as well
as if a man were bossing the job. The
elephant can do more work with less fuss
thun any other animal.

“Just right here let me say that there
is little in the idea that elephants hold
grudges against people that injure them.
The elephant has a good memory, but he
is not a good hater. There is nothing to
the old story aboyg the tailor who stuek
a needle into an elephant’s hide and was
killed for thaf act twenty vears later.
Likewise there 13 no feundation, as far
as [ know, for all the stories that are told
about the fellow who gives a plug of
tobaceo fo some cirens elephants and
gets his when the show plays a return
engageen! yvears and years afterward.
No elephant will take anything from a
man if he does not want it—thal is, not
from any man he meets in a circus. Some
elephants  like tobacco, just ss most
monkeys do. Jumbo was the biggest to-
baceo chewer 1 ever knew. He would
ask for a chew the minute you came near
him awd start to take it out of a keeper's
pocket. Elephants do not kill people usu-
ally unless they are suffering from dis-
ease or madness, for their natural dispo-
sition is friendly.”

Next {o the elephant, Bill Snyder is
partial to the hippopotamus. The reason
for that may be that these animals have
long been the financial backbone of the
Central Park Zoo. For the las! eighteen
years, ever since Snyder was made head
keeper and also under his administration
of the lust seven yvears as direclor, the
menagerie lus been self-supporting as far
as acquisition of animals is concerned.
There is now a reserve fund of 3,000
wliaeh Bill will leave when bhe goes out ol
ﬂﬁ‘!"

The exerss of the ereatures which have
been bred in the Central Park eages have
in all these years been exchanged and
sold, and of the amounts realized at least
#90,000 should be credjted to Mr. and
Mrs. Caliph. The maiden name of the
mother of tamed Lippopotami was Miss
Murplhy. She was bought from Hagen-
back in 1886 for £5,000, and is now about
35 years old. The pair are now appraised
at $£50,000. Their children, of which there
were thirteen, were seattered all over the
world and six of them al least are star
pertformers i the leading eircuses.

Snyder has had wonderful suecess in
hreeding lions in captivity and especially
i keeping them in condition. All the
lionx in the park zoo never gaw the jungle,
uor did they raven in the tropie night.
The regson that they look so fieree and
iit 15 that they have been dieted and med-
winel for vears by Bill Suyder, who
knows exactly how to meet all the ills
which are likely to come from their arti-
fiennd hife. He feeds them with great care
during the week and makes them fast on
Sundays, for e experietee has shown
that the earnivores are better for i, All
the vegetarians of the zoo eal seven days
a week,

Ulic most wotherly of the lons is Helen,
now well on in vears, who has given birth
to thirty-three cubs, and, although o greai-
ereal-grandmother, 15 hkely witlin a few
weeks to present another family to the
zws. The father of her eluldren s Lawo
L., the snevessor to Lao L, who was the
leawding bon when Bill Soyder took hold
 the ammal houses.

The queen o ns heart was Rose, who
his long sinees been dead.  Among  the
noted hons born an captivity and  still
beadliners in the park circuil are Akbar
aud Tawerlow, named h\ Jopmer Park
_Uynn_nmon;l" Sbvq-. ,Dewey, whe

Tlnrty Years—Formed an Endowment Fund by Selling Surplus Animals

unemtothlur&plmdtheuml
whnntheh!‘x'“m Bay returned in
triumph. The Central -Park lions have
been often uaed as models by the leading
sculptors and painters of the country.
Boyder is es:cgllly fond of the Sibe-
rian tiger Dick, one of the finest speei-
mens extant, of which he has taken great
care. One of the achicvements of Bill

ndug the conservation
Shé was bought from Cole's
uatluﬂhlf

thirsiy she got a quart of the best
whiskey.

These are a few of the animals in which
Bill Snyder has been especially interested
in his long ecareer among the cages, vel
there are hardly any of the beasts and
birds which have not been nunder his min-
istration. He knows by instinet what
animals need, and sithough he is not a
veterinarian he prescribes remedies for
his numerous patients which are usunally
panaceas for evervthing exeept old age
and poison. He lost a pair of fine camels
not long age, but the autopsy showed
that the beasts had been poisoned by some
malicious person. Even al that he nearly
saved their lives. He preseribes for

“monkeys and toucans and parrakeets, for

nylgahs, yaks and dromedaries. He will
be sorely missed when finally he goes
away, tor the ercatures with whom he has
lived 50 long will miss him, although
he says that he doesn't believe it.

“Animals,” said Bill the other day,
“are like persons. They have their dif-
ferent ways and dispositions. It takes
years of study to get used to them and
to understand them. When you get their
confidence they will do a whole lot for
you, and they know more than most peo-
ple believe they do. T've often been
asked if they have a language of their
own. [ have been watching animals and
listening to them long emough to have
an opinion about that and I don't take
any stock in it at all. I've seen all kinds
of records taken om the phonograph and
lmve heard the seientific folks go all over
the subjee?, but I never suw anything
that would hear out the idea that there
was any real conversation.

“Some people look surprised when I
tell them that T have applied to go away
from here. I've been at this business,
man and boy, for going on forty years,
and that includes thirly with the eity.
Believe me, it 15 nol so easy as it was to
go into an elephant eage and 1o be ready
to jump af the second in case there comes
A sudden swal of a trunk. It's all very
well to work amoug the animals all day
and maybe to sit up with some of them
all night, but there comes a time when a
man has passed 50 that he las had ahout
vnungil.

“Sometines in going arvund here, cut-
ting up the meat for eat snimals and
seeing (hat the hippos ehew up hay
proper, I [vel that a yonnger man could
do these things a whole lot better. How-
ever, I've had enough ecxperience and
pleasure out of this work (o make me
feel thai T have done something in life.

“Now fhat the m0 is self supportivg
in a way I think that this would be a
good time for me to gv. TI've made a
lot of friends and g-vl many messages
of appreciation from people, especially
from those who haven't the money to go
to eircuses or even to speud for carfare 1o
go long distances. Then, too, there are
many of the rich who have tuken a great
interest in this zoo, for although it doesn’t
tuke up very much space it is eonsidered
by some us the best known in the world.
I've met many travellers from distant
eountries who have come here when vis-
iing New York to see the animals uk'y
have heard shout in their own countries,
and some of them knew the names of oup
elephants and Tions as well as Tolks who
livesd in the city.”

It the city grants the application of

Snyder be will leave on March 1 "‘..l

pemsion of half pay.
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